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Paco has decided to visit 
Sierra Leone and Kenya:

Paco had never thought of
his heritage before
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PAST OF “TO HAVE” (“had”)

+

PAST PARTICIPLE

- regular verbs: -ed

- irregular verbs: 3rd column

Affirmative Negative Interrogative
Paco had left everything
in order.

He had not (hadn’t) left
everything in order.

Had he left everything in 
order?

Paco had asked her to
come.

Paco had not (hadn’t) 
asked her to come.

Had Paco asked her to
come?

Past Perfect: Form
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Past
Perfect

• Completed action
before something in 
the past:

– Another action in 
the Past Simple.

– A complement of
time indicating the
past.

Paco had already seen Blood
Diamonds before he left for
England.

Sonia had given Paco a book of
short stories before he flew to
England.

By the time he went to bed, he 
had listened to that song three
times.

By 2006, Andrés had already
broken Paco’s tennis racket.

Past Perfect: Use



PacoPaco had never thought of his heritage beforehad never thought of his heritage before

To be + Past Participle
A newspaper waswas leftleft on the bedside table.

It isis saidsaid children begin to work at an early age.

SOMETIMES:
Main uses:

● TheThe receiverreceiver ofof thethe actionaction isis more more importantimportant
thanthan thethe doerdoer oror performerperformer

Paco was not given a convincing explanation at the
diamond mine (by the soldier).

● TheThe doerdoer oror performerperformer ofof thethe actionaction isis unknownunknown
oror unimportantunimportant..

Paco has never been told the truth.

● TheThe doerdoer oror performerperformer ofof anan actionaction isis too too 
obviousobvious toto be be worthworth mentioningmentioning..

Nelson Mandela was given the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1993.

Elaboración propia. Derechos cedidos a la 
Consejería de Educación de la Junta de 

Extremadura

The Passive Voice:Form and uses
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● ToTo concealconceal thethe performerperformer ofof anan actionaction oror thethe identityidentity ofof a a personperson responsibleresponsible
forfor a a mistakemistake.

Andrés’s tennis racket has been broken.

● ToTo emphasizeemphasize thethe doerdoer oror performerperformer ofof anan actionaction..

In 1993, the Nobel Peace Prize was given to Nelson Mandela, who had fought

to achieve multi-racial democracy in South Africa.

Passive sense:

1. ToTo havehave somethingsomething donedone

Paco’s parents had their house painted.

2. Need + gerund

Paco’s parents’ house needs painting.

The Passive Voice:
Other uses
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VowelVowelVowelVowel soundssoundssoundssounds: /a:/: /a:/: /a:/: /a:/


