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Modal verbs: form

Paco can communicate in Canada  

Structure: modal verb + infinitive
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Structure: modal verb + infinitive

Paco can communicate with Canadian people without any 
problem; All laws must be enacted in English and French; Paco 
might go up to the north and visit Nunavut; Paco could meet 
some Inuit people there; He should buy some warmer clothes.



Modal verbs: meaning

Paco might visit the north 

All laws All laws must must be enacted in English and French (obligation).be enacted in English and French (obligation).
It It mustmust be freezing in the Arctic! (deduction).be freezing in the Arctic! (deduction).
Paco Paco mightmight visit Nunavut (possibility).visit Nunavut (possibility).
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Paco Paco mightmight visit Nunavut (possibility).visit Nunavut (possibility).
Paco Paco could could meet some Inuit people there (possibility).meet some Inuit people there (possibility).
You You mustn’tmustn’t smoke in this room (prohibition).smoke in this room (prohibition).
MayMay I open the door? (permission)I open the door? (permission)
You You should should study more (advice).study more (advice).
Paco Paco cancan speak English (ability).speak English (ability).
Etc.Etc.



Defining relative clauses

Canada is the country that Paco 
chose to visit next

• The Dutch Royal Family are the people who sent tulips as a 
present (people).
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present (people).

• The Peace Tower is a national symbol which is part of the 
Parliament Buildings (things).

• The high humidity is an issue that irritates people in 
Ottawa (people or things).



Reported speech: statements

John said that there were many 
attractions

Reporting what other people said
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• He told them that there were many attractions for 
people interested in history.

• He said that it would be a unique experience.

• He told them that this attraction came from the 
Netherlands.

• He said that it had started in 1945.



Reported speech: commandsReported speech: commands

Reporting what other people said

• John advised them to see the Rideau Canal.
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• John advised them to see the Rideau Canal.
• The guide also recommended them not to miss the 

Canadian Tulip Festival.


